Tuberculous arthritis of peripheral joints in patients with previous inflammatory rheumatic disease.
Four patients with a previous inflammatory rheumatic disease developed a peripheral tuberculous (TB) arthritis in a joint apparently affected by a rheumatic disease. The single most important factor in the diagnosis of TB was the presence of past or present pulmonary TB or a family history on a background of steroid use. Clinical presentation, disease evolution, and routine laboratory tests were unhelpful. The most effective method of diagnosis was synovial biopsy.